ARE THE JEWS A NATION?                     JI

Jewish history, however, has in it more than inci-
dents of suffering. I have brought forward its darker
side because that supplies, I think, a large part of the
explanation of " Jewish racialism ". But there is a
brilliant side to that history not only in the glory of
a loyalty which suffering could not destroy, but
even more in the achievements which that history
records. Their memory must exercise a tremendous
pressure on the Jewish consciousness of the" individual
Jew* That triumphant aspect of Jewish history works
like a deep force in the spirit of the Jews. It is that
which ultimately supplies the basis and meaning of
the collective existence of the Jews, The sufferings
can only be incidental They did not produce the
Jewish group* Nor could they have maintained it.
Why should pressure from without have produced a
strong cohestvcness rather than a crumbling ? Racial-
ism does not explain it* We have seen that the Jews
are not a race biologically* Moreover, a sense of race
could not produce such resistance as they have
shown to the conscious efforts aiming at their destruc-
tion, and to the forces working consciously and
unconsciously for their absorption. The sociological
racialism which they show is itself the product of
history; it is the result of their group existence, which
cannot^ therefore, be explained by it* What has